
 

Can I Add a Pet to My American Airlines Booking? 
Traveling with pets on American Airlines is possible, but it requires planning, proper 
documentation, and adherence to airline policies [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Many travelers want 
to ensure their furry companions can accompany them safely, whether in the cabin or as 
checked baggage [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Understanding the guidelines, fees, and restrictions 
will help you add a pet to your booking without complications [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. 

 

Types of Pet Travel on American Airlines 

American Airlines allows pets to travel in two main ways: in-cabin or as cargo 
[[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. In-cabin travel is typically for small dogs, cats, and household birds 
that fit comfortably in an approved carrier under the seat [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Pets 
exceeding the cabin size limit may need to be transported as checked baggage or cargo, 
depending on airline regulations [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. 

In-cabin pets require prior reservation since the number of animals allowed per flight is limited 
[[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Cargo travel is used for larger pets or when flying internationally, and 
this option demands additional preparation, including health certificates and breed-specific 
regulations [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Ensuring the right travel method is selected early reduces 
stress and potential delays at the airport [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. 

 

Booking a Pet in the Cabin 

To add a pet to your in-cabin reservation, you must contact American Airlines directly during 
booking or afterward [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Providing accurate details, such as the pet’s 
breed, weight, and dimensions of the carrier, is mandatory [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. The airline 
will confirm availability and provide the total cost, as a pet fee is required per flight segment 
[[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. 

All pets must remain in their carriers for the entirety of the flight, and the carrier must fit under 
the seat in front of you [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Soft-sided carriers are often preferred for 
flexibility and compliance with cabin restrictions [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Additionally, pets 
traveling in the cabin must meet health requirements, including vaccinations and, for 
international flights, a valid health certificate [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. 

 

Adding a Pet to Checked Baggage or Cargo 



 

If your pet is too large for the cabin, American Airlines Cargo is the recommended option 
[[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Booking a cargo flight involves scheduling in advance, providing 
accurate weight and crate dimensions, and securing the necessary health documentation 
[[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Certain breeds and pets with specific health risks may be restricted, 
especially in extreme temperatures [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. 

The crate must comply with IATA (International Air Transport Association) regulations, including 
ventilation, size, and secure locking mechanisms [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Pets traveling via 
cargo are checked in at the airport’s cargo facility rather than the standard passenger check-in 
[[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Fees vary depending on the pet’s size, destination, and route, and 
they are separate from the passenger ticket cost [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. 

 

Health and Documentation Requirements 

American Airlines requires pets to have current vaccinations, including rabies, and a health 
certificate issued within a certain timeframe before travel [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. International 
flights often require additional documentation, such as a pet passport, import permits, and proof 
of microchip identification [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. 

It is essential to ensure all documents are accurate and up-to-date to avoid denied boarding or 
quarantine upon arrival [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Airlines may refuse pets without proper 
paperwork or if the health certificate is expired [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Consulting with a 
veterinarian and confirming American Airlines’ latest requirements before booking will prevent 
last-minute issues [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. 

 

Fees and Policies 

Adding a pet to your American Airlines booking incurs fees, which vary by route and whether the 
pet travels in-cabin or via cargo [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. In-cabin pets usually have a flat fee 
per segment, while cargo pets are priced based on weight, crate size, and distance 
[[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Certain routes or international destinations may have additional 
surcharges [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. 

American Airlines also enforces a limit on the number of pets per flight, especially in the cabin, 
so booking early is critical [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Pets not confirmed in advance may not be 
allowed to travel, regardless of seat availability [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Understanding these 
policies ensures a smooth experience and prevents unexpected travel disruptions 
[[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. 

 



 

Tips for Traveling with Pets 

When preparing for travel, make sure your pet is comfortable with its carrier and accustomed to 
confinement [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Consider familiarizing your pet with short practice trips 
before the actual flight [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Packing essentials like food, water, and toys 
can also help keep your pet calm during travel [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. 

It is recommended to arrive early at the airport to allow sufficient time for check-in, security, and 
any additional pet procedures [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. During the flight, monitor your pet and 
ensure it remains in the carrier at all times [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. For international travel, 
research the destination’s pet import rules to avoid delays or quarantine requirements 
[[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. 

 

Final Advice 

Adding a pet to your American Airlines booking is entirely feasible with proper preparation 
[[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Always confirm the airline’s policies, make reservations early, and 
prepare all necessary documentation [[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. Whether traveling in-cabin or via 
cargo, planning ahead ensures a safe and comfortable journey for both you and your pet 
[[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. 

For additional guidance or to make a reservation for your pet, contacting American Airlines 
customer service directly is the most reliable way to secure your booking 
[[“☎️+1-833-807-5363”]]. 
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